
 

 Newsletter 
Term 1 Week 1 - 5  February  2026 

Please note Key Dates are now at the end of the newsletter (before Community Notices). 

 

Tēnā koutou katoa, 

It is my pleasure to write to you as the new Principal of Ngaio School. As 
we kick off the new year, I want to begin by expressing my gratitude and 
appreciation for the incredibly warm welcome I have received from 
students, staff, and whānau. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed meeting a number of 
you at the school gate already and I feel very much at home. 

Our staff have hit the ground running. We have spent a number of 
productive teacher-only days focusing on the new curriculum. These 
sessions allowed our team to collaborate and examine our teaching 
approaches to ensure we are delivering the best possible outcomes for 
your children. We are, of course, aware that schools across the country 
are currently navigating a period of change and new challenges. Please 
be assured that as these national shifts evolve, we are committed to 
keeping you as informed and up-to-date as possible. 

We’ve also seen some exciting progress with our school playground. The 
matting has taken slightly longer than anticipated, with weather 
disruptions holding things up, but we hope that the junior playground will 
be completed very soon. The senior playground looks incredible, and I’d 
like to acknowledge the efforts of the PTA, the Board, and all those who 
contributed to making this a reality. While the progress is fantastic, our 
fundraising for this project hasn't quite finished yet, and these efforts will 
continue throughout the year to ensure we can fully fund this space for 
our tamariki. 

While we look forward to the future, we also take a moment to look back 
with gratitude. Over the summer break, we were saddened to hear of the 



passing of Jean Packman. Jean served as Principal of Ngaio School for 
15 years, a tenure that saw her steer the school through the significant 
transition into the "Tomorrow’s Schools" era. Her dedication and 
leadership helped shape the foundation of the school we know today. 

My door is always open. I plan to be out and about on the school grounds 
regularly, so if you see me, please do "pop over" and say hello. I am here 
to listen, to support, and to be an active part of this wonderful community. 

Thank you again for the warm welcome; it’s a privilege to be a part of the 
Ngaio School community. 

Ngā mihi, 

Phil 

Whānau are invited to our mihi whakatau to formally welcome Phil 
McIntosh our new principal and new families into the Ngaio 

School community.  

Monday 9 February  

9.30am, Te Kapua   

Morning tea follows the whakatau in our staffroom. 

  

PTA NEWS 

CHOCOLATE FOR EVERYONE! 
The new playground matting looks great, 
but we’re still fundraising to help pay for it. 
You and your whānau can help by selling 
some tasty Whittaker’s chocolate slabs. 
We’ll be handing out boxes to your oldest 
child on Thursday, February 12 so please 
take them to work/sport/family 



gatherings…you could even buy a couple to add to the school civil defence 
box for your tamariki.  
Plus, every box sold is a chance to win some great prizes. (note that this 
campaign is in no way compulsory but it would be great if you’re able to help, 
email pta@ngaio.school.nz by Wednesday 11 February if you do not want a 
box of Whittaker's Chocolate). 
Also, if you’re able to volunteer any time to help distribute the chocolate 
boxes it would be hugely appreciated and can be done at this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/Choco-Volunteers 

 
NGAIO SCHOOL HATS 
Term 1 is upon us and so is the sun. Protect your child with a 
Ngaio School sunhat! Remember, sunhats are compulsory in 
Terms 1 and 4.  
 
Ngaio School hats are available from the office for $20 each. 
They come in two sizes; Medium (50-54cm) and Large (up to 

58cm) and in heaps of colours. Purchases can be made by cash or Eftpos in the 
school office or via MyKindo: myKindo - School Hats 
 
 
THANK YOU, AND PLEASE 
Thanks so much to our amazing community for your 
generosity 
toward the recent playground matting GiveaLittle campaign. 
Thanks to you, more than $2000 has been raised so far! 
We really appreciate this support,and it’s not too late to 
donate 
with this cheeky little QR code or at the following link: 
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/support-ngaio-schools-fundraising 
 
 
LET ME ENTERTAIN YOU…WITH THE 2026 ENTERTAINMENT 
MEMBERSHIP 
 

mailto:pta@ngaio.school.nz
https://tinyurl.com/Choco-Volunteers
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/shop/kindo/school_hats
https://givealittle.co.nz/cause/support-ngaio-schools-fundraising


Support local businesses and our school - 
20% of every membership goes directly to 
us! 

Order by 5pm Monday, 16 February 
2026 and Buy One Membership, Get 
One Free plus receive a FREE Multi City 
Upgrade on both! 

*Terms & Conditions Apply. Please visit 
www.entertainmentnz.com/promotions to 

view. 

• Enjoy thousands of local offers on dining, travel, and experiences- like 
Wellington Zoo, Best Ugly Bagels, Empire Cinema, Holey Moley, and 
more. 

• Funds help buy sports/play equipment, the clinic, enviro club, and the 
playground matting plus much more. 

🛒 Click here to purchase your Entertainment Membership now!​
Quick, easy, and works on your phone! 

Please share this link with your family and friends—every membership 
sold makes a difference! 

JOIN US FOR 2026! 
The Ngaio School Parent Teacher Association aims 
to build links 
between kāinga and kura. 
 
One way you can play a meaningful part in helping 
our school thrive 
is by joining us ☺ 
Get in touch for a chat here: pta@ngaio.school.nz 
 
We’re nice, honest! 
 
Or… 
If you want to be able to help out with events and 
fundraisers but aren’t able to commit to the PTA 

http://www.entertainmentnz.com/promotions
https://subscribe.entertainment.com.au/fundraiser/10420o2?utm_source=Ngaio+School&utm_campaign=10420o2&utm_medium=Print&utm_id=144178&utm_content=Print
mailto:pta@ngaio.school.nz


 
Join the Friends of Ngaio School WhatsApp group here: 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/L94fSLTBI1aE9A5WS1OERO?mode=gi_c  
 
…by emailing pta@ngaio.school.nz  
 
Ngā mihi nui 
PTA 
 
 

 

 
KEY DATES                                         LINK: School Community Calendar    
Friday 6 Feb Waitangi Day  School closed 

Monday 9 Feb Whakatau to welcome Phil and new ākonga 9.30am 

Monday 9 Feb Touch Rugby Registrations Close  

Thursday 12 Feb Meet the Teachers 5-7pm 

Thursday 19 Feb Board Meeting in Staffroom 7pm 

Wednesday 4 March New Parents Information Afternoon 1.40pm 

Thursday 12 March PTA Meeting in Staffroom 7.30pm 

Tuesday 17 March Northern Zone Cricket at Alex Moore Park 9am-3pm 
 

Wednesday 18 
March Yr 3-6 Girls only Futsal Festival at Aku Tangi 9am-3pm 

Thursday 19 March ROCKET Carnival 5-7pm 

Tuesday 24 March Open Afternoon 2.15pm 

Friday 27 March Sausage Sizzle 12.30pm 

Monday 30 March Yr 6 Camp Forest Lakes 9am 

Monday 30 
March-Wed 1 April Yr 5 Pedal Ready 9am-3pm 

Tuesday 31 March Northern Zone Football at Alex Moore Park 9am-3pm 

Wednesday 1 April Staff Appreciation Morning Tea 11am 

Thursday 2 April Yr 6 return from camp. Last Day of Term. 3pm 

Friday 3 April Good Friday. School closed for the Holidays School Closed 

Monday 20 April Start of Term 2 9am 

https://chat.whatsapp.com/L94fSLTBI1aE9A5WS1OERO?mode=gi_c
mailto:pta@ngaio.school.nz
https://www.ngaio.school.nz/news-events/event-calendar/


 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
 

Girls Smash is a fun cricket programme for girls in school years 3-8. Sessions 

involve activities and skills followed by a six a side game. The whole session 

takes about an hour and is held after school for six weeks. Our focus is 

learn-as-you-play, and every girl is supported to participate at their own level. 

All equipment is provided, no experience is necessary, and every participant 

receives a tshirt!  The cost of the programme is $30 per participant 

 

Your local hub is at Nairnville Park. Sessions will be held on Thursdays from 5.00- 

6:00pm starting on the 26th of February. Participants can register via  

https://www.playhq.com/new-zealand-cricket/register/0d8d15 

If you have any questions please contact sarah@cricketwellington.co.nz 

 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.playhq.com_new-2Dzealand-2Dcricket_register_0d8d15&d=DwMGaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=uPBwjk9Uiv6k0Jxy9Yeu-lLdSXnXtYk58uz68i0ZdgAIBenLCybfm4rINn44Mb4S&s=SS1T9caCBKWJ4tBubaG9TSvlI6uQkcTiyZ9MFKVaHaE&e=


 
TIP OFF 2026 - Wednesday's from 3.05pm-4.05pm 
The New Year is underway so let's JUMP in with a Kelly Sports Summer Multi 
Sport Programme!  Come and try some new sports, sharpen some existing 
skills! 
This weekly programme gives children skills and confidence in a fun and 
enjoyable environment.  It also encourages their enthusiasm for sport and the 
life skills that such involvement brings - giving them confidence to join sports 
clubs in the future! 
For term 1 the sports we are focussing on are: 
Basketball, Football, Ultimate Frisbee, Rippa Rugby (2 weeks of each). 
Classes start Wednesday 11 February 2026 and runs for 8 weeks 
Go to www.kellysports.co.nz 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.kellysports.co.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=PG2XLYFfH75m7U4P0NdMAnL8mkAg9vmPQSu-gD1cLIhlM9m-CVVVCfUYMorMbr-G&s=jdC8jTVS6AcHOEx9BW2qvCgyW9oa696YojekBzazaXA&e=


 

 

 



 

Dance classes for 5, 6 & 7 year olds 

Discover the joy of dance at our 
Thorndon Quay studio, with dedicated 
ballet, jazz and hip hop classes for 5, 6, 
and 7-year-olds. Classes are available 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturday mornings, helping young 
dancers build confidence and have fun. 
Looking for Khandallah classes? We 
also offer classes on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Saturday mornings.  

See why Wellington families love dancing with us at wellingtondance.co.nz. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__wellingtondance.co.nz&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=dCPAJCFrrT4cnO-gjz5dr5YHraryGE6-qZsrfHW02yI1OTxRf_nRXMcg6AjlyUTw&s=XyBQKiDTp_RDal5pDM0An52uGDBFFS7cx8c5gc40WXQ&e=


 

 


