
 

 Newsletter 
Term 4 Week 5 - 6 November  2025 

Please note Key Dates are now at the end of the newsletter (before Community Notices). 

Tēnā koutou Families 

There’s a lot of excitement around here as we get ready to enjoy an afternoon of 
coloured chaos tomorrow. Our Fun Colour Run is finally here and there’s a lot of 
anticipation as the committee prepares the obstacles and activities. A special thank you 
to Kelsey and Micky for all the organisation and to everyone who has volunteered to 
help tomorrow.  

A huge thank you to everyone who has donated to the playground matting fundraising 
campaign, whether through the Colour Run website or directly to school. We’d love to 
see some business sponsorship in the mix, so please reach out to anyone you think 
may be interested in contributing.  

I’m feeling very proud that we’ve been recognised for our approach to changes in 
literacy curriculum delivery. I’m a firm believer in staying strong during change, really 
thinking through what we do well and analysing how changes can be integrated into our 
already rich curriculum delivery model. This is reflected in the article which you can read 
here. Phonics Check Article. Congratulations to our junior teams and also to Michelle, 
Team Leader of Kākāpō Syndicate who is also presenting a session for the Ministry 
around Phonics Checks.  

Regarding the curriculum, we’re feeling a little shell shocked by recent announcements 
regarding the curriculum. We’ve been working really hard coming up to speed with 
changes in mathematics and literacy already introduced, now to be confronted with yet 
another version - the Minister has now substantially changed the curriculum for the third 
time in two years. This is disheartening for our kaiako who want to do their very best for 
your tamariki and take great pride in their mahi. The pace of change, and making 
substantial changes to the curriculum, puts huge pressure on schools. The changes 
across other curriculum areas are substantial and in my opinion will actually limit the 
capacity for schools to engage in knowledge rich, meaningful and relevant contexts - 
while there’s some interesting content included, we’ll be limited to what is presented. 

Earlier this week changes were also announced in regard to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and its 
place in the Education and Training Act and for the future of the Teaching Council. 
These both have the potential to undermine what we value in education, so we’ll be 
listening carefully as the debate continues and there is opportunity to learn and 
understand the implications for our Board and curriculum delivery.  

https://www.ngaio.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Phonics-Check-Article-Term-3-2025-Ngaio-School-case-study.pdf


Although the implementation timeline has been rephased with Science, Social Sciences, 
Health & Physical Education in 2027 and The Arts, Technology, Learning Languages in 
2028, the time for consultation is only 6 months, 24 April 2026. This sounds like a long 
time, but our kaiako are already at capacity with their teaching load and end of year 
reporting. There’s a lot to unpack and analyse to build understanding, so our teams will 
have a heavy load beginning the 2026 year.   

We also still haven’t received any information about the SMART (the new Student 
Monitoring, Assessment and Reporting Tool), which will be in use from the start of 2026. 
This will also need unpacking and professional development implemented to ensure our 
kaiako are using the tool for assessment and reporting in 2026.  

In the meantime you can be reassured that your tamariki are in good hands, learning to 
read, write and do mathematics, as well as experiencing rich, relevant learning 
opportunities across the wider curriculum.   

We are absolutely thrilled to have the support to have our 2025 hāngī. This wasn’t able 
to happen for Matariki, but we’ve been overwhelmed with support to run this on 25 
November. This is special for me as I managed to get our first hāngī for many years over 
the line in 2021, with the amazing support of our then caretaker Peter. We’re 
incorporating this into a BYO family picnic. Look out for more information soon, as well 
as a catering form to help us manage the kai amounts to prepare and cook - we don’t 
want a lot of leftover kai like last time!  

Ngā mihi nui 
Raewyn Watson 
Te Tumuaki 

 
Diabetes NZ Day is next Friday the 14th November 
We encourage students to wear blue and if they would like to, decorate their shoes to 
raise awareness of diabetes. We will be promoting physical activity throughout the day 
to support Diabetes NZ One-million Minutes 
Money collected will be donated to Diabetes New Zealand. 

Each class is encouraged to decorate their shoes or 
colour-in a shoe template to recognise that we are all 
active kids and we support this cause. 
Here are some ideas for you to upcycle your own shoes 
or even build them out of old tissue boxes!  

 

        Thank you for your gold coin 
donation to help support 
Diabetes New Zealand. 

 

https://www.diabetes.org.nz/news-and-update/one-million-minutes


 



PTA NEWS 
COLOUR RUN 
 

The SCHOOL FUN & COLOUR RUN  is this Friday 7 November!  
 

We have raised over $12,000 profit which will help pay for the much needed upgrades to 
the school playground matting.  
 

Whānau and friends can sponsor your child on your Student Profile Page at 
www.schoolfundraising.co.nz until Friday 7th November. 
 

Running the Day 
Thank you to those parents and whānau who have put their hand up to volunteer on the 
day.  We have added another time slot from 3-3.30pm to help with the tidy up.  Please 
fill in your availability on the Volunteer Form  
 

VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION 
 

Have you helped out at school in any way this year? 
Of course you have! Join us for drinks and nibbles at 
our annual Volunteers Celebration on 13 November. 
RSVP Now https://forms.gle/RPaDufsHeQZwhE5H6 
 
Not sure? Read more! 
There are so many ways that you may have 
contributed to the school and/or PTA over the year 
including sizzle helpers, sports coaches, sports 
managers, parent help on field trips, sports trips, 

shelving books, road patrol, baking, year 6 camp, the clinic, enviro club, WOW, 
Scholastic orders or volunteering at matariki, book fair or rocket carnival just to name a 
few ....If you have helped in any way this year, big or small, we want YOU to join this 
event.  
 

To celebrate all of this amazing mahi the PTA hosts an annual Volunteers Celebration 
where we enjoy drinks, nibbles and connecting with our wonderful community to 
acknowledge another successful school year filled with volunteer contributions. It’s 
always a lovely relaxed social event and we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

The event will take place on Thursday 13 November - from 7pm at School 
(the room will be emailed to your RSVP email address before the event) 
 

Please RSVP by Monday 10th November for catering purposes:​
 https://forms.gle/RPaDufsHeQZwhE5H6 
 
 

http://www.schoolfundraising.co.nz
https://forms.gle/ssi2r6Vm91dBFG9c9
https://forms.gle/RPaDufsHeQZwhE5H6
https://forms.gle/RPaDufsHeQZwhE5H6


JOIN THE PTA! 
The Ngaio School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) aims to build links between home 
and school. We hold regular meetings in partnership with the school, to help coordinate 
parent involvement in events, and fundraising activities to support initiatives that benefit 
our tamariki and the school community. 
 

We are shuffling roles with two departures of long standing team members and we need 
some people to step up to support this cause.  
 

Vacancies include: 
●​ Sausage sizzle co-ordinator - organise 4 sausage sizzle per year. You can be 

part of PTA or this can be a stand-alone role.  
●​ Secretary - organise PTA meetings (normally twice a term). 
●​ Communications officer - prepare comms material including writing this 

awesome newsletter! 
 

If you are looking to build awesome relationships with other amazing whānau who want 
to contribute to the experience our tamariki have at Ngaio School, then this is the place 
to do it! Send us an email to find out more pta@ngaio.school.nz 

 

If you just want to help from time to time in an ad hoc capacity or 
have specialist knowledge that can help achieve our major 
fundraising goals we’d love to talk. Grandparents are also 
welcome. Bring on the Playground Refurbishment! 
 

NGAIO SCHOOL HATS 
Term 4 is upon us and so is the start of the warmer weather. Protect your child from the 
sun with a Ngaio School sunhat! Remember, sunhats are compulsory in Terms 4 and 1.  
Ngaio School hats are available from the office for $20 each. Hats come in two sizes; 
Medium (50-54cm) and Large (up to 58cm) and in a wide variety of colours. Purchases 
can be made by cash or Eftpos in the school office or via MyKindo: myKindo - School 
Hats 
 
NEXT PTA MEETING 
Our next meeting is online at 7.30pm on Thursday 27 November 2025 - if you wish to 
join we can send you a link. Our meetings look at upcoming fundraising initiatives and 
fun events for our kids and involve members from the teaching staff and the Board.  
If you have any questions please contact pta@ngaio.school. 
 

Ngā mihi nui 
PTA 
 
 

 

mailto:pta@ngaio.school.nz
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/shop/kindo/school_hats
https://shop.kindo.co.nz/app/shop/kindo/school_hats


Clubcard for Schools  
New World Khandallah has partnered with Ngaio 
School and now you can help to raise funds for 
essential school equipment at Ngaio School each 
time you do your grocery shopping. 
The more families signed up for the programme who 
scan their card at the checkout every shop, the more 
funds you can help raise. Thank you to everyone who 
has signed up so far.  
This is a great way to raise extra money for your 
school through the support of families within the school community who 
shop at New World Khandallah. It's a win-win for the school and the school 
community. 
How do you get involved? 

1. Register your Clubcard with Ngaio School here. 
https://forms.gle/J6FBHwvJRtncnmuD8 

2. Shop at New World Khandallah and scan your Clubcard with every 
shop. 

3. New World Khandallah will then donate 1% of all sales made with 
participating  

Once you’ve registered your card with the school, the school will reap the 
rewards from every shop. 
 

KEY DATES                                         LINK: School Community Calendar    
Friday 7 Nov PTA Sausage Sizzle Lunchtime 

Friday 7 Nov School Colour Run 10am-3pm 

Thursday 13 Nov PTA Volunteers Celebration 7.30pm-9.30pm 

Friday 14 Nov Diabetes Appeal wear blue All Day 

Friday 14 Nov Kākāpō Hui Rm1,2 & 3 9am-10am 

Friday 14 Nov Tūī Hui in McLeods Hall 10.10am-11.10am 

Tuesday 18 Nov Kakapo to Akau Tangi 9.40am-2pm 

Tuesday 18 Nov Interzone Athletics 
Postponment Thursday 20 Nov 10am-2pm 

Thursday 20 Nov Epro8 Semi Final Raroa 9.30am-12.30pm 

Monday 24 Nov Hāngī Pit Dig 2pm-4pm 

Tuesday 25 Nov Hāngī preparations 6am-5pm 

Tuesday 25 Nov Regional Athletics 
Postponment Thursday 27 Nov 10am-2pm 

https://forms.gle/J6FBHwvJRtncnmuD8
https://www.ngaio.school.nz/news-events/event-calendar/


COMMUNITY NOTICES 
Join the Kids’ Kaukau Challenge!​
Come along to the Kids’ Kaukau Challenge on Sunday 
9th November — a 4.6km family-friendly run/walk for 
kids aged 4 to 18 to the top of Mt Kaukau and back, 
followed by fun, food, and festivities at Khandallah 
School.​
Register now at 
https://events.barefootsport.co.nz/event/1205. Early bird 
registrations before 19th October include a personalised race bib.​
Find out more here: https://khandallah.school.nz/a/RIpXDh7.​
There’s a prize for the participants from the school with the most registrations, so get 
your friends together and sign up today! 

We’d love to see your school community join us for this great day out. 
 

 Term 4 Piano Lessons at Ngaio School 
With the closure of the Wellington Music Academy, we’re pleased to confirm that piano 
lessons will continue in Term 4 through Leit House Music. Lessons will continue to be 
taught by Ngarita Davies who has over 21 years of teaching experience.  

 Lessons are open to students of all levels, from complete beginners to advanced 
players. New students are welcome to join at any point in the term provided spaces are 
available. 

For more information or to sign up, please contact us at: 

 leithousemusic@gmail.com 

We look forward to supporting both continuing and new students on their musical 
journey! 

Tuesday 25 Nov School picnic and hāngī 5pm 

Thursday 27 Nov PTA Meeting Online 7.30pm 

Friday 28 Nov Tūī End of Year Celebration McLeod Hall 9.15am-10.15am 

Tuesday 2 Dec Board Meeting Staff Room 7pm 

Wednesday 3 Dec Staff Appreciation Morning Tea 11am 

Friday 12 Dec Raewyn’s Poroporoaki (Te Kapua) Meet 9am for 
9.15am start 

Monday 15 Dec Yr 6 Graduation Raroa 1.30pm-8.30pm 

Wednesday 17 Dec Kōrero & Kai (Leaving Families) 8am 

Wednesday 17 Dec Final Hui 1.45pm-2.30pm 

https://events.barefootsport.co.nz/event/1205
https://khandallah.school.nz/a/RIpXDh7


Capital Gymnastics Club 
Capital Gymnastics Club offers exciting opportunities for children to excel in gymnastics! 
Our programmes cater to all skill levels, from preschoolers to national-level athletes, 
covering gymnastics and tumbling. Led by experienced coaches, our structured 
approach fosters skill development and confidence in a fun, supportive environment. 

Book online for classes, birthday parties, or school groups at 
www.capitalgymsport.org.nz or contact us at 027 239 9139 or 
office@capitalgymnastics.nz. 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.capitalgymsport.org.nz&d=DwMF-g&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=64lVqgwRf9589Gm0iRKtNuIvEP9AH0c3iLSK21CSLYbkIGjkXF7IJd9tW-S1NWZE&s=2V8VNgR4JtcbxO-z_NmX5PeLgNVusCdjyy9Xx280Euw&e=
mailto:office@capitalgymnastics.nz


 



 

 

 

 



 
 
For one day only in Wellington - magical puppet theatre for all the family from 
Argentina! 
Enderas Masugui  (The magic wheel of time) 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6c3ojc-cVbk&amp;authuser=0 

Luisa is addicted to her cell phone. Between selfies and social media, life is passing her 
by. While on holiday she sets out on a walk to the sea. When her GPS fails she is lost in 
the middle of the jungle. In front of her are the remains of an old marionette theatre 
called "Enderas Masugui" Something magical happens and the theatre comes to life.  
Luisa's journey begins... 

When and Where: 
Saturday 22nd November 
10am and 11.30am 
Vogelmorn Bowling Club upstairs 

Tickets available through eventfinder: 

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2025/rosana-lopez-argentinian-puppeteer/wellington 

$15 General admission (under 3’s free on laps), $50 for family x 4 

Facebook event: https://www.facebook.com/share/17D7Fbd8U4/ 
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=HVZ0vF9QDuSwXiiqP5DXTaG4P4YKpERvVIvFK8-atCuKgZVmbLMPPkz34EuSFiPo&s=Fht6Lng9LgK0t9Xx4IAqqiMclmppgVAbp-6OgmR0X0E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.eventfinda.co.nz_2025_rosana-2Dlopez-2Dargentinian-2Dpuppeteer_wellington&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=HVZ0vF9QDuSwXiiqP5DXTaG4P4YKpERvVIvFK8-atCuKgZVmbLMPPkz34EuSFiPo&s=x1C5Ayzbh8q0wl2YPL_p4neI3-ul9pPalbb5AFZ4MaI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.facebook.com_share_17D7Fbd8U4_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=Up_LP6W8Juf3qFvfZdjI80DRXLV_CGkN6rcVVO0QgS0&m=HVZ0vF9QDuSwXiiqP5DXTaG4P4YKpERvVIvFK8-atCuKgZVmbLMPPkz34EuSFiPo&s=lOU3JSb71HT2HKIg9tKx42vXsN7jhmaUyUE6pJ6eOpA&e=

	 
	 

